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The United States is extremely pleased to co-sponsor the Rights of the Child resolution and 
thanks the co-sponsors for their transparency, flexibility and support throughout lengthy 
negotiations. Consistent with the principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its 
Optional Protocols and the objectives expressed in the resolution, the United States continues its 
domestic efforts to strengthen already existing protections for children and to pursue new and 
innovative ways of ensuring that the rights of children are realized. Further, around the world, 
the United States shows our commitment to advancing the protection of children through our 
efforts to work with the countries represented in this room to improve the lives of children 
everywhere. 

The United States recognizes that investments in early childhood education play a major role in 
building the foundation for the long-term prosperity of our children and their 
families. Domestically, the United States has undertaken important initiatives to support and 
strengthen early childhood education by investing additional funds and encouraging targeted 
resources for early learning. For example, new far-reaching education reform initiatives - 
including the Race to the Top and the Investing in Innovation grant competitions - included 
priorities for activities to improve outcomes for high-need students from birth through third 
grade. Agencies also are collaborating in six early learning areas to help build better and more 
coherent systems of early learning: early learning standards, curriculum and assessment; 
program standards; early learning workforce; data systems; health promotion; and family 
engagement. 

The United States looks forward to working with the co-sponsors on next year's resolution 
focusing on the rights of children with disabilities. 

Finally, we co- sponsor this resolution today with the express understanding that it does not imply 
that States must implement obligations under human rights instruments to which they are not a 
party and, by co-sponsoring this resolution, we do not recognize any change in the current state 
of treaty or customary international law. Further we understand the resolution's reaffirmation of 
prior documents to apply to those who affirmed them initially, including with regard to abolition 
of juvenile life imprisonment without parole. 


